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Preface  
The following statement was written by Gabriel Ziwjan, a Jew who escaped from the Riga 

Ghetto and survived by assuming a false identity, of a non-Jew. Historians consider his statement 

to be generally accurate, with some inaccuracies. For example, modern historians have put a 

finer point on the numbers by studying various census and Nazi documents. Also, the Riga 

Ghetto aktions of November 30-December 1 and December 8-9 were at Rumbula, rather than 

Bikernieki forest -- as described by the ghetto guard with whom Gabriel Ziwjan spoke. 

Bikernieki was the location of earlier and later killings. Most of the other statements were 

accurate.    

 

Introduction by Edward Anders  

Gabriel Ziwjan is a Riga Jew who escaped from the ghetto in December 1941. Through a 

Latvian friend he obtained false papers in the name of Gunaars Ciirulis. Ziwjan then worked in 

Latvia until June 1942, when he enlisted in the Reichsarbeitsdienst (Youth Labor Service for 17-

18-year olds, for which Latvians had just become eligible). He was sent to Stettin, and as a 

medical student was given a job as a hospital orderly. One night he won a bicycle in a card game, 

and soon boarded a train to a town near the Swiss border. He biked the rest of the way, crossed 

into Switzerland and asked for asylum.  

 

The border guards told him he would have to put down a deposit of SFR 10,000, and let him call 

his uncle in Geneva to ask for the money. The uncle was willing to help but needed several days 

to raise the money. However, by Swiss law, an alien had only 24 hours to make payment. So 

Gabriel was to be deported that same day. At this critical moment the officer in charge of the 

post intervened, took Gabriel into his office and handed him the law book, opened to the relevant 

page. Read this very carefully, he admonished Gabriel, and left the room. Gabriel found that the 

24-hour limit is extended for aliens who had committed a crime. Gabriel promptly grabbed an 

ink bottle and threw it at the wall. The officer returned, barely disguising his satisfaction, and 

started proceedings to detain Gabriel until the ink damage was properly investigated and 

reported. By the time this was accomplished, his uncle had produced the money and Gabriel left 

for Geneva. 

 

Very soon after his arrival Gabriel prepared the following report for the World Jewish Congress 

representatives in Bern, and submitted it to the US Consul in Geneva. It reached Washington, but 

apparently was hushed up for political reasons. 

 

Gabriel Ziwjan's report follows. 
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