THE NAZIS ARRIVE IN RIGA

ON June 17, 1940, THE RussiaN ARMY overran Latvia and occu-
pied Riga. I continued to work in the beautiful office, located in
the middle of the city, across the street from a famous park. The
office was the front of the Zoltinsky apartment, where they lived
with two of their three daughters, aged twenty-one and nine-
teen. The third daughter was married and lived with her hus-
band and child in Belgium. The Zoltinskys were quite wealthy;
they had a maid as well as a summer home near the Baltic Sea.
Mr. Zoltinsky traveled a great deal on business, making trips to
Russia, the United States, England, Belgium, and other coun-
tries.

A year later, on June 14, 1941, in the middle of the night, the
Russians arrested Mr. and Mrs. Zoltinsky because they were
“bourgeois,” raped the two daughters and closed up the office.
My job in the fur business was over. |

I found another job in a car factory. I took apart motors so
that they could rebuilt. I remained at that job for a week, until
the war started on June 22, 1941.

I'll never forget the noise created by the air raid and fire
sirens and the sound of the planes that were bombing Riga. The
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